TWO  VIEWS   OF   GERMANY
When he was invited, a year or two before the War,
to publish The Foundations of the Nineteenth Century by
one Houston Stewart Chamberlain, why should he have
refused? He had probably never read the book, and
why should he have read it seeing that it was Lord
Redesdale, its translator, who invited him to publish
it? Publish it he did, and observing the warmly
eulogistic reception accorded to it in this country, the
Kaiser had good grounds for assuming that we agreed
with the main contention of the book, which was, in a
nutshell, that the Germans are the salt of the earth.
Into how many editions the book went in Germany I
do not know, but it was a large number, and when at
length the War, which so many people had thought
impossible, actually broke out, the Kaiser showed his
gratitude to Herr Chamberlain by decorating him with
the Iron Cross.
By this time the English critics had changed their
views about Mr. Houston Stewart Chamberlain and
The Bodley Head tried to forget his existence.
On the other hand, and as a contrast to this book,
which, it is said, went to the Kaiser's head, and turned
him into a complete and dangerous megalomaniac,
putting the finishing touch on his mental disorder, Lane
published that famous anti-militarist tract which was
called 'Life in a German Garrison Town7, by Lieutenant
Bilse, and which had been officially suppressed in
Germany, Bilse himself having been tried by Court
Martial and dismissed the army. Lane published it
and it went into several editions. Wilfrid Jackson, who
is as skilful a draughtsman as he is accomplished as a
writer and translator, drew an amusing picture of Lane
in a frock-coat being marched along to prison amid a
posse of goose-stepping German soldiers (Lane was
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